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EDITORIAL— 

THE  STRENGTH  OF  MORMONISM 


I  r  has  oft  and  truly  been  said  that  the 
*  strength  of  Mormonism  lies  in  the  in- 
ward testimonies  of  the  individual  members 
— members  who  know  in  their  heart  of 
hearts  that  the  work  is  divine  and  God  is 
at  the  helm.  Every  adult  Latter-day  Saint 
is  entitled  to  know  for  himself  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ  and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a 
Prophet  of  God.  They  take  the  Master  at 
His  word  in  His  promise,  "  If  ye  will  do 
the  will  of  the  Father  ye  shall  know  of  the 
Doctrine."  Every  true  Latter-day  Saint 

studies,  seeks  and  prays  until  such  testi  - 
mony  comes  to  him. 

It  has  oft  and  truly  been  said  that  the 
"  Mormon  "  Church  is  the  most  nearly  per- 
fect organization  in  the  world.  The  reason 
for  this  fact  is  found  in  its  divine  origin. 
Men  are  mortals,  finite  and  subject  to  error. 
God  is  immortal,  infinite,  and  (so  far  as  man 
can  comprehend)  perfect.  In  His  dealing 
with  men  on  the  earth  God  makes  no  mis- 
takes. Latter-day  Saints  therefore  look 
upon  the  Church  of  Christ  as  a  perfect 
organization  because  brought  into  being  by 
Him  who  is  perfect. 

To  carry  out  the  Divine  will  in  this 
organization  men  who  are  subject  to  the 
weaknesses  and  limitations  of  humanity 
are  called  to  places  of  responsibility  and 
leadership.  But  human  though  they  are, 

when  divinely  called  they  bear  the  creden- 
tials of  Deity  and  Latter-day  Saints  look 
upon  them  as  characterized  by  such  distinc- 
tion. Therein  lies  the  strength  of  the 
organization. 

An  example  of  loyalty  to  divine  calling  is 
found  in  the  life  of  David.  Saul  was  king 
by  the  anointing  of  Samuel.  So  far  as  men 
can  judge  Saul  departed  from  the  right  way 
of  life,  but  as  long  as  God  recognized  him 
as  king,  though  Saul  sought  David's  life, 
David  would  not  presume  to  give  a  word  or 
raise  a  hand  against  him.  Said  he  :  "  The 
Lord  forbid  that  I  should  do  this  thing  un- 
to my  master,  the  Lord's  anointed,  to 
stretch  forth  mine  hand  against  him,  seeing 
that  he  is  the  anointed  of  the  Lord."       The 


Lord  honoured  David  and  made  him  king  in 
Saul's  stead. 

As  the  Children  of  Israel  journeyed  in 
the  wilderness  Aaron  and  Miriam  entered  a 
complaint   against   Moses.  Said   they   lo 

each  other  and  to  the  people:  *'  Hath  ':he 
Lord  indeed  spoken  only  by  Moses?  Hath 
he  not  spoken  also  by  us?  And  the  Lord 
heard  it."  They  knew  that  Moses  had  been 
called  of  God  as  a  special  agent  to  act  for 
Him  in  the  liberation  guidance  of  His 
people  Israel,  but  they  raised  their  voices 
against  him  and  brought  upon  themselves 
the  displeasure  of  the  Lord  and  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  it.  Perhaps  Aaron  and 
Miriam  were  so  near  to  Moses  that  they 
failed  to  realize  the  sacredness  of  his 
calling. 

Is  it  so  in  om-  day?  Does  our  close  as- 
sociation with  our  leaders,  general  or  local, 
blind  our  eyes  to  their  identity  as  God's 
appointed  agents,  bearing  divine  com- 
mission from  Him  to  execute  His  will  on 
earth. 

In  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  there  is  no  Priesthood  class. 
The  highest  Priesthood  is  within  the  reach 
of  every  man  of  the  Church.  When  Joseph 
Smith  invited  men  into  the  Church  organi- 
zation he  had  formed  he  offered  them  the 
same  degree  of  Priesthood  he  himself  held. 

But  though  this  Prisethood  is  offered  to 
every  man  who  will  qualify  for  it,  it  is  by 
no  means  a  thing  that  is  cheap  or  common. 
Priesthood  and  divine  appointment  in  it  are 
the  most  sacred  commissions  that  ever  come 
to  men.  It  is  through  the  Priesthood  that 
God  governs  His  Kingdom.  Paul  tells  us 
it  is  without  "  beginning  of  days  or  end  of 
life."  By  its  operation  there  is  order  in 
heaven.  For  want  of  it  and  its  applica- 
tion this  world  of  mortality  is  struggling 
in  disorder. 

Jesus  taught  His  disciples  to  pray  :  "  Thy 

Kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth 

as  it  is  in  heaven."    When  that  time  comes 

the  Priesthood  of  God  will  rule  the  earth. 

(Continued  on  page  159.) 
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BRANCH   TEACHERS'   MESSAGE    FOR 
OCTOBER,  1943 

FOR  WHAT  DO  WE  LIVE? 

IT  is  reported  that  a  Latter-day  Saint  father  was  once  asked  what  his  occupation  was.    He 
quickly   replied,    "  Raising  nine  sons."       His    questioner,    thinking    the    father    did    not 
understand,   asked  again — "'  But  what  is  your  real   occupation?  "  The   father   answered, 

"  My  occupation   is  the  raising  of  nine  sons  in  honour  before  the  Lord — I  make  my  living 
at  farming." 

Contrast  the  above  attitude  with  t!iat  expressed  in  the  following  comment  written  by 
another  Latter-day  Saint  father  : 

As  a  tin  worker  I  enjoy  my  work,  and  believe  that  others  in  different  trades  get  pleasure 

out  of  their  work  even  as  I. 
From  time  to  time  the  Church  has  contacted  me,  and  tried   to  get  me  interested,   but   I 
feel  that  I  have  not  the  ability  or  talent  to  work  in  the  Church.       I  have  my  own  free 
agency  and  feel  that  I  should  keep  out  of  Church  and  do  what  I  am  best  qualified  for. 

To  the  former,  his  chosen  method  of  making  "  a  living  "  served  only  as  a  means  to  the 
end.  To  the  latter,  his  occupation  is  both  die  means  and  end.  The  former  has  the  "  set 
of  his  soul  "  adjusted  to  eternal  values.  The  latter's  kingdom  will  crumble  at  his  feet 
with  the  passing  of  his  life.  He  will  face  eternity  empty-handed,  with  a  vacant  soul  and  an 
aching  heart  unless  he  experiences  a  change  of  heart. 

A  consuming  desire  for  material  wealth  and  earthly  fame  blights  the  soul  and  corrodss 
the  spiritual  intellect.  It  teaches  man  to  get  all  and  give  little  or  nothing.  It  disarms 
his  potential  powers  for  good.       Jesus  asked  : 

For  what  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul? 

Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?    (Mark  8:36-37.) 

The  soul  which  projects  itself  into  constructive  usefulness,  with  vision  fixed  only  on 
eternal  horizons,  waits  upon  the  future  with  breathless  anticipation.  His  day  of  pro- 
gressive life  is  never  overtaken  by  the  night  of  spiritual  death.  Ever  forward  and  upward 
doth  his  trail  lead. 

Latter-day  Saints:  For  what  do  we  live? 

Lay  not  up  for  vourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and 
where  thicA-es  break  through  and  steal : 

But  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  cor- 
rupt^ and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  steal : 

For  where  vour  treasure  is,   there  will  your  heart  be  also.     (Matt.  6:19-21.) 
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JOSEPH   SMITH 

By  JOSEPH  L.  WIRTHLIN 

Of  the  Presiding  Bishopric 

Delivered  at  the  Tuesday  morning  session  of  the  1 13th  Annual  Conference, 
April  6,  1943,  in  the  Tabernacle 

The  weak  things  of  the  world  shall  come  forth  and  break  down  the  mighty  and  strong 

ones.     (D.  and  C.   i  :ig.) 


ONE  hundred  and  thirteen  years  ago  on 
this  day,  April  6,  Joseph  Smith,  a 
young  man  twenty-five  years  of  age,  met 
five  other  young-  men  in  the  humble  home 
of  Peter  Whitmer  in  Fayette,  New  York, 
and  according  to  divine  instruction  orga- 
nized the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.       Its  membership  now  numbers 

917,715- 

It     has     missions,     stakes,     wards,     and 

branches  in  practically  every  city  of  any  size 
or  consequence  in  the  world.  It  has  de- 
veloped from  a  local  organization  to  one  of 
international  proportions.  Its  missionaries 
have  carried  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to 
the  races  of  men  for  over  a  century.  Its 
officers  and  teachers  number  a  quarter  cf 
a  million,  serving  willingly  without  thought 
of,  or  desire  for,  compensation.  A  great 
missionary  system  has  been  developed 
which  affords  the  opportunity  of  missionary 
service  to  some  twenty-two  hundred  young 
men  and  women  each  year.  A  religious 

educational  project  has  been  set  in  motion 
which  involves  one  university,  three  col- 
leges, thirteen  institutes,  and  one  hilndred 
and  eight  seminaries,  manned  by  three 
hundred  sixty  full-time  teachers,  and  pro- 
vides religious  education  for  thirty -five 
thousand  young  men  and  women.  Seven 
temples  are  now  in  use  for  the  performing 
of  ordinances  for  the  dead  and  the  living, 
and  an  eighth  is  soon  to  be  dedicated  and 
opened.  A  Welfare  plan  has  been  worked 
out  designed  to  assist  those  in  distress,  an- 
ticipating, however,  that  those  receiving 
assistance  shall  contribute  of  their  energy 
and  time  on  a  production  project.  This 

programme  has  in  operation  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  processing  projects,  to 
provide  food,  fuel,  clothing,  and  shelter.  A 
wheat  storage  programme  is  sponsored  b) 


the  General  Authorities  and  the  Relief 
Society  of  the  Church  wherein  three  eleva- 
tors are  now  used  to  store  approximately 
four  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
against  a  day  of  need.  Hospitals,  a  boys' 
home,  in  addition  to  a  great  religious,  cul- 
tural, and  recreational  programme  spon- 
sored by  the  auxiliary  organizations  of  the 
Church,  are  all  developments  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  last  one  hundred  thirteen 
years.  The   Church   of  Jesus   Christ   of 

Latter-day  Saints  is  an  organization  that  is 
not  in  financial  bondage  to  any  man  or  set 
of  creditors. 

Joseph  Smith  declared  to  the  world  that 
the  Father  and  the  Son  appeared  to  him  in 
answer  to  the  prayerful  inquiry,  which  of  all 
these  religious  organizations  was  the  one 
designated  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
He  was  forbidden  to  join  any  of  them  ;  and 
three  years  later  a  divine  personage  calling 
himself  Moroni  appeared  to  him,  telling 
Joseph  that  the  Lord  had  assigned  to  him 
a  great  and  marvellous  work  and  that  his 
name  would  be  had  for  good  and  evil  among 
the  nations.  A  record  of  the  ancient  in- 
habitants who  formerly  lived  upon  the 
American  continent,  inscribed  on  plates  of 
gold,  was  entrusted  to  Joseph  Smith  for 
translation  and  publication  to  the  world,  for 
within  its  covers  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  its  pure  and  complete  form  would  be 
found. 

John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  the 
Christ  nineteen  centuries  ago,  again  ap- 
peared, bestowing  upon  Joseph  Smith  and 
Oliver  Cowdery  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron, 
which  gave  to  these  men  the  authority  to 
preach  the  gospel  of  repentance  and  to  ad- 
minister the  ordinances  of  baptism  by 
immersion  for  the  remittance  of  sin.  Peter, 
James,  and  John  appeared  later  to  Joseph, 
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conferring      upon      him      the      Mclchizedek 
Priesthood  or  the  Priesthood  after  the  order 
of  the  Son  of  God,  authorizing  the  confer- 
ring   of    spiritual    blessings    and    privileges 
upon    the    faithful.        Other    divine    person- 
ages   appeared,     those    who    had    lived    in 
former     dispensations.         Moses     returne'i, 
bestowing    the    keys    of    the    gathering    of 
Israel  upon  Joseph  ;  Elias  gave  him  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  gospel  of  Abraham  ;   Iiiijah 
the      prophet      appi-ared,      Ix'stouinj^      upon 
I      Joseph  the  authority  to  inaugurate  tlie  work 
[     for  the  dead.       Joseph  Smith  received  direct 
revelations   from    on    high,    instructing   and 
directing  him  in  the  restoration  of  the  gos- 
pel   in    its    fulness    and    in    organizing    the 
Church  exactly  as  it  existed  in  the  davs  of 
the  apostles,  with  Jesus  Christ  as  the  chief 
cornerstone,  with  apostles,  prophets,  evan- 
gelists,    high     priests,      seventies,     elders, 
bishops,  priests,  teachers,  and  deacons.    All 
of   these   offices    in    the    Priesthood    of   God 
existed,  according  to  biblical  authorities,   in 
the  days  of  the  apostles  and  were  restoretl 
through    Joseph    Smith,    which    effected    a 
complete  restitution  of  the  Church  organiza- 
tion   which    is    recognized    by    the    world's 
'    foremost     authorities     on     organization     as 
being  the  most  perfect  of  its  kind  on  earth 
to-day. 

Who  was  Joseph  Smith?  Whence  came 
this  man?  He  wa^  the  son  of  a  farmer, 
born  in  the  backwoods  of  X'ermont,  with  no 
opportunities  for  scholastic  attainments  or 
personal  development  from  an  academic 
viewpoint,  persecuted  and  prosecuted  bv 
foes  and  even  by  officials  of  the  law  who 
should  have  protected  him.  He  lacked  the 
riches  of  the  world,  without  friends  or  pres- 
tige of  those  in  high  places.  Will  his 
declarations  and  claims  stand  the  X-ray  of 
a  minute  analysis?  This  analysis  can  be 
made  from  four  viewpoints:  first,  compari- 
son of  Joseph  Smith's  claims  and  achieve- 
'  ments  with  other  great  religious  leaders ; 
second,  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy  and 
revelation ;  third,  the  authenticity  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon;  and  fourth,  his  leaving 
all  of  his  works,  the  Book  of  ^tormon,  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
revised  Bible,  for  future  critical  study,  and 
in  this  he  stands  alone. 

First    permit    me    to    compare    him    with 
Martin  Luther,  a  great,  courageous  and  sin- 


cere man  who  was  born  under  very  humble 
circumstances — the  son  of  a  miner,  one  of 
the  steppingstorics  to  the  restoration  of  the 
gospel.  His  father  and  mother  were  devout 
and  religious  people.  .Marin  Luther's 
mental  ability  won  for  him  recognition  cf 
an  individual  wealthy  enough  to  finance  his 
scholastic  .training.  He  soon  received  the 
degree     of     Master.  Influential     church 

authorities  became  interested  in  him  and  the 
ollice  of  priest  was  bestowed  up<jn  him.  He 
held  the  chair  of  philosophy  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wittenberg.  Later  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Theology.  Shortly 

thereafter   he   became    involved    in    a   bitter 
controversy     with     the     authorities    of     the 
church  over  the  proposed  sale  of  indulgen- 
ces and  courageously  affixed  his  ninety-five 
theses  on  the  door  of  the  Cathedral  known 
us.Schlosskirche  (Castle  Church).     He  was 
excommunicated,    his   life   was   endangered, 
but  there  came  to  his  rescue  German  princes 
and  noblemen.        Hence  during  a  period  of 
forced  exile,  he  translated  the  Bible  into  the 
German   language,   declaring  the  Scriptures 
should  be  free  and  open  to  all  men.        He 
demanded  general  reformations  of  the  domi- 
nant   church,    stating,    "  I    am    deeply    in- 
terested  in   so  purifying  every  church   that 
all   men   may  worship  God   as  they   see   fit. 
As    to    organizing    a    new    church,    I    have 
neither   the  desire   nor  the  authority   to  do 
so."i       But    nevertheless    there    came    into 
being    a   church    bearing    his    name    and    in 
whose  declarations  of  faith  are  found  many 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  church   he  bitterly 
opposed.       His  greatest  contribution  to  his 
people  and  to  the  world  was  the  doctrine  of 
religious  freedom  and  the  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  into  the  tongue  of  his  people.     It 
is   interesting   to  observe   that   although   he 
read,  studied,  and  translated  the  Bible  word 
by  word  from  cover  to  cover,  he  failed   to 
sec,   understand,  or  advocate  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ   as   it   is  therein   recorded.      In 
the  process  of  his  translations  I  have  often 
wondered  what  his  reaction  was  concerning 
such   scripture   as   the   following:    Malachi, 
chapter  4,  verses  5  and  6  : 

Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the  pro- 
phet Ix-fore  the  coming  of  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  :  And  he  shall 

1  Adam  S.  Bennion,  What  it  Means  to  Br 
A   Mormon. 
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turn    the    heart    of    the    fathers    to    the 
children,  and  the  heart  of  the  children 
to  their  fathers,  lest  1  come  and  smile 
the  earth  with  a  curse. 
Joseph  Smith,   unlearned  of  men,   chosen 
by  God,   had   the   interpretation,   for   Elijah 
appeared  to  him  and  gave  him  the  keys  that 
had  turned  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their 
fathers,   inaugurating   the  gospel  of  salva- 
tion for  the  dead. 

I    wonder   what    the    thoughts    of   Martin 
Luther  were  as  he  paused  over  the  statement 
of  Ezekiel,  chapter  2,7,  verses  i6  and  17: 
Moreover,  thou  son  of  man,  take  thee  one 
stick,  and  write  upon  it.  For  Judah,  and 
for    the    children    of    Israel    his    com- 
panions :   then   take  another  stick,   and 
write  upon  it,   For  Joseph  the  stick  of 
Ephraim,  and  for  all  the  house  of  Israel 
his  companions  :  And  join  them  one  to 
another  into  one  stick ;  and  they  shall 
become  one  in  thine  hand. 
Again  the  meek  of  the  earth  received  the 
interpretation  of  this  scripture  when  Moroni 
appeared  to  the  boy  Joseph  Smith  and  four 
years  later  entrusted   to  his  care  a  record 
inscribed  upon  the  plates  of  gold,  giving  the 
record  of  Joseph  and   Ephraim  and  all  the 
house    of    Israel,    combining    the    stick    of 
Judah,  or  the  Bible,  and  the  stick  of  Joseph, 
or  the  Book  of  Mormon,  as  one  witness  for 
the  Lord  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

I  wonder  what  the  emotions  of  Martin 
Luther  were  as  he  read  that  scripture  of 
Amos  which  indicated  that  a  great  apostasy 
was  to  take  place  as  predicted  in  the  book 
of  Amos,  chapter  8,  verse  11  : 

Behold,    the    day    come,    saith    the    Lord 

God,   that   I   will   send   a  famine  in   the 

land,  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst 

for  water,  but  of  hearing  the  words  of 

the  Lord  :  .   .   . 

And   again    there    is    a    prediction    in    the 

first     chapter     of     Paul's     epistle     to     the 

Galatians,  -verse  6  : 

I    marvel    that   ye    are    so    soon    removed 
from  him  that  called  you  into  the  grace 
of  Christ  unto  another  gospel. 
The   answer   was   given   to  the  fourteen - 
year-old  boy  in  the  woods  of  western  New- 
York  when  the  Lord  declared,  "  They  dra^v 
near  to  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts 
are  far  from  me ;   they  teach  for  doctrines 
the  commandments  of  men,  having  a  form 


of  godliness,  but  they  deny  the  power  there- 
of."  (See  Isaiah  29:13,  and  Matthew 
15:8.) 

Martin  Luther  no  doubt  carefully  perused 
the  scriptures  which  had  to  do  with  the 
restitution  of  all  things  as  recorded  in 
chapter  3,  verses  19  to  21,  of  the  book  of 
Acts  : 

Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted, 
that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when 
the  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  ;  And  he  shall 
send  Jesus  Christ,  which  before  was 
preached  unto  you  :  Whom  the  heaven 
must  receive  until  the  times  of  resti- 
tution of  all  things,  which  God  had 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began. 
In  Revelation,  chapter  14,  verse  6,  we 
read : 

And  I  saw  another  angel  fiy  in  the  midst 
of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gos- 
pel to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on 
the    earth,    and    to    every    nation,    and 
kindred,   and  tongue,  and  people. 
And    again    the    humble    prophet    of    the 
Lord    received    the   actual    interpretation    in 
the  reality  of  the  visits  of  Moroni  and  other 
divine   personages   whereby   the   everlasting 
gospel   was   restored   for  the   benefit   of  all 
nations,  kindreds,  tongues  and  peoples. 

Martin  Luther  declared,  "  As  to  organiz- 
ing a  new  church,  I  have  neither  the  desire 
nor  the  authority  to  do  so."  Joseph  Smith 
had  no  personal  desire,  but  under  mandate 
of  God  proceeded  to  organize  the  Church  of 
Christ.  Martin  Luther  recognized  the  fact 
that  he  did  not  possess  the  authority  to  do 
so.  Through  the  restoration  of  the  Priest- 
hood, Joseph  Smith  had  the  authority  from 
on  high  to  inaugurate  again  among  the 
children  of  men  the  plan  of  salvation  as 
given  to  the  world  by  the  Saviour,  and  again 
to  authorize  men  to  act  as  His  servants  to 
bestow  upon  the  Lord's  children  all  of  the 
blessings  involved  in  the  ordinances  of  the 
gospel  plan  as  was  done  in  former  dispensa- 
tions. Luther's  translation  of  the  Bible 
sustains  wholly  the  doctrines  and  ordinances 
of  the  gospel  as  restored  to  the  earth  by 
the  Lord  through  Josepii   Smith. 

The  second  viewpoint  is  the  test  of  pro- 
phecy and  revelation.  Time  but  permits 
pointing  out  to  you  a  few  of  the  many  pro- 
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phecies  made  by  the  Prophet  Joseph.  I 
draw  your  attention  to  section  87  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  verses  2  and  3,  a 
revelation  given  to  the  Prophet  December, 
25,  1832,  wherein  the  Lord  revealed  to  His 
servant : 

The    time    will    come    that    war    will    be 
poured  out  upon  all  nations,  beginning 
at  this  place.    For  behold,  the  Southern 
States    shall    be    divided    against    the 
Northern     States,     and     the     Southern 
States  will  call  on  other  nations,  even 
the   nation   of   Great    Britain,    as    it    is 
called,    and   they   shall   also  call    upon 
other  nations,  in  order  to  defend  them- 
selves against  other  nations  ;  and  then 
war     shall     be    poured     out     upon     all 
nations. 
Is  it  not  singular  that  this  man,  with  few 
opportunities   in   life  from  a  scholastic  and 
statesman's    point    of   view,    would    declare 
twelve  years  before  his  death  that  such  an 
event  would  take  place,  which  event  actually 
occurred   twenty-nine  years   after  the   pro- 
phecy  was   given   to   the   world,    when    the 
Confederacy    fired    upon    Fort    Sumter   and 
Great     Britain    became     involved?         Thus 
prophecy  was  fulfilled,    which   statement   is 
borne  out  by  the  facts  of  history.        There 
is  only  one  answer  to  the  question,  whence 
came    this    advance    information    to   Joseph 
Smith?       It  came  to  him  from  the  Lord,  as 
a  revelation. 

Section  97,  verses  22  and  2^^  affords  pro- 
vocative thinking : 

For    behold,    and    lo,    vengeance    cometh 
speedily  upon  the  ungodly  as  the  whirl- 
wind; and  who  shall  escape  it?        The 
Lord's  scourge  shall  pass  over  by  night 
and  by  day,  and  the  report  thereof  shall 
vex    all    people;    yea,    it    shall    not    be 
stayed  until  the  Lord  come. 
The  question  arises,  what  is  meant  by  the 
Lord's   scourge,   a   "  scourge   to  pass   over 
by  night  and  by  day,  and  the  report  there- 
of shall  vex  all  people  "?       As  we  observe 
the  events  that  are  occurring  in  the  greatest 
war  of  all  time,  the  scourge  spoken  of  by 
the  Lord  might  well  be  squadrons  of  flying 
fortresses     raining    death     and    destruction 
upon     peoples,     cities,     armies,     battleship 
fleets,  the  merchant  marine — by  day  and  by 
night.        Think,    if    you    will,    of    London, 
Coventry,  Rottendam,  Stalingrad,  and  now 


Berlin.  Surely  the  inhabitants  of  warring 
nations  are  sorely  vexed  by  the  passing  of 
this  scourge  over  them  by  day  and  by  night. 
Again  I  submit  the  question,  from  whence 
did  Joseph  Smith  receive  the  information 
that  such  an  event  would  take  place?  There 
is  but  one  answer — his  own — a  revelation 
from  the  Lord. 

Consider  section  61,  verses  14,  15  and 
16: 

Behold,    I,    the    Lord,    in    the    beginning 

blessed  the  waters ;  but  in  the  last  days, 

by   the   mouth   of   my   servant   John,    I 

cursed  the  waters.  Wherefore,   the 

days  will  come  that  no  flesh   shall  be 

safe  upon  the  waters.       And  it  shall  be 

said  in  days  to  come  that  none  is  able 

to  go  up  to  the  land  of  Zion  upon  the 

waters,  but  he  that  is  upright  in  heart. 

An  examination  of  daily  events  upon  the 

oceans  of  the  earth  might  well  indicate  that 

the  days  are  here  when  no  flesh  shall  be  safe 

upon  the  waters.       Hundreds  of  thousands 

of  tons  of  shipping  have  been  sent  to  the 

bottom    of    the    sea,    involving    the    loss    of 

thousands  of  lives.  Again  the  question 

comes  to  our  minds,  how  was  it  possible  for 

Joseph  Smith  in  1831  to  forecast  a  situation 

in  the  future  wherein  the  waters  of  the  earth 

would  be  unsafe  for  man?       His  answer  is 

the  only  one — a  revelation  from  God,  given 

to  His  servant. 

Joseph  Smith  was  among  the  first  Ameri- 
can religionists  to  declare  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  came  into  being  be- 
cause God  suffered  its  establishment.  Read 
the  words  of  the  Lord  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
found  in  section  loi,  verse  77: 

According  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
the  people,  which  I  have  suffered  to  be 
established,   and   should  be  maintained 
for    the    rights    and    protection    of    all 
flesh,  according  to  just  and  holy  prin- 
ciples ; 
May    I    be    permitted    to    digress    long 
enough    to    say    that    any    member    of    this 
Church  or  any  citizen  of  this  great  republic 
that  advocates  the  idea  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  should  be  relegated 
to   the   past    is   on    dangerous    ground,    for 
such  a  proposition  destroys  one  of  the  fun- 
damentals   upon    which    true    religion    and 
democratic  government  are  founded,  namely 
the  principle  of  free  agency.       Free  agency, 
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so  Jar  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
concerned,  is  the  foundation  upon  which  the 
whole  gospel  plan  was  formulated  in  the 
pre-existent  world. 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  also  stands  as  an 
example  of  prophecy  and  revelation,  God's 
law  of  health,  sustained  by  modern-day 
science,  which  in  the  days  of  the  Prophet 
had  done  but  little  work  from  a  scientific 
point  of  view  as  to  what  was  good  and  not 
good  for  man  physically. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  prophecy,  com- 
pare Joseph  Smith's  declarations  witn  the 
statement  of  Mosiah  found  in  chapter  8, 
verses  17  and  18  : 

But  a  seer  can  know  of  things  which  are 

past  and  also  things  which  are  to  come, 

and  by  them  shall  all  things  be  revealed, 

or,  rather,  shall  secret  things  be  made 

manifest,  and  hidden  things  shall  come 

to    light,     and    things    which     are    not 

known  shall  be  made  known  by  them, 

and  also  things  shall  be  made  known  by 

them    which    otherwise    could    not    be 

known.       Thus    God    has    provided    a 

means  that  man,   through  faith,  might 

work  mighty  miracles;  therefore  he  be- 

cometh    a    great    benefit    to    his    fellow 

beings. 

Have  men  ever  stopped  to  consider  that 

of  all  the  great  ecclesiastics  since  the  days 

of  Christ  and  His  apostles,  there  has  been 

but  one   who  has    used   the   term,    "  Thus 

saith  the  Lord  "?      Joseph  Smith,  speaking 

directly  for  the  Lord,  was  the  first  one  that 

had  this  right.       He  spoke  for  the  Lord  as 

did  Moses,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel. 

Third,  the  authenticity  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  should  be  given  consideration. 
Historians,  men  of  science,  and  doctors  of 
religion  over  a  period  of  one  hundred  thir- 
teen years  have  made  a  most  critical  analy- 
sis of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  failing  to  find 
inconsistencies  or  contradictions  in  the  doc- 
trines of  Jesus  Christ,  in  history  or 
geography.  In  fact,  research  work  in 
Central  and  South  America  accumulated 
since  the  martyrdom  of  the  Prophet  sustains 
the  Book  of  Mormon  as  to  its  origin.  More 
than  that,  men  can  know  for  themselves 
through  study  and  humble  supplication  be- 
fore the  Lord,  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
is  indeed  of  the  Lord.  Moroni,  the  last 

writer  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  leaves  with 


the  reader  this  promise: 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I 
would    exhort    you    that    ye    would    ask 
God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of 
Christ,    if   these    things    are    not    true; 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart, 
with      real      intent,      having     faith      in 
Christ,   he  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it 
unto   you,    by    the   power   of   the    Holy 
(rhost.     (Moroni  10:4.) 
The  fourth  viewpoint — Joseph   Smith  left 
all  his  works,  the  Book  of  Mormon,   Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,   Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
revised  Bible,  for  future  critical  study.     He 
stands   alone   in   this.        Joseph   Smith,   un- 
learned   in    the   ways   of   men,    neither  dis- 
illusioned   nor    spoiled    by    the    theories    or 
science    of    men,    was    selected    and    fore- 
ordained  before   the   creation   of   the   world 
to  bring  forth  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  for  the  second  time,  hence  his  works 
will  stand  for  ever  and  ever.     This  is  the 
only  answer  to  Joseph  Smith  and  his  work. 
Possessed    neither    of    friends    nor    wealth, 
without  the  protection  of  kings  and  noble- 
men, with  no  opportunities  of  worldly  train- 
ing,   yet    regarding    him    and    others,    one 
noted  American,  Fred  W.  Shibley,  declared, 
"  What   the   country   and   the   world   needs 
to-day    is    a    resurgence    of   the    philosophy 
taught    by    Confucius,    Jesus,    and    Joseph 
Smith.       Otherwise  we  will  have  an  appal- 
ling period  of  human  decadence."       Josiah 
Quincy  declared,   "  It  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable that  some  future  textbook  for  the 
use  of  generations  yet  unborn  will  contain 
a     question     like     this :     '  What     historical 
American  of  the    19th   century  has   exerted 
the  most  powerful  influence  upon  the  desti- 
nies  of  his   countrymen?  '    and   the  answer 
may     be     '  Joseph     Smith,     the     Mormon 
prophet  '." 

It  is  intensely  interesting  that  Fred 
Shibley  and  Josiah  Quincy,  men  not  of 
Joseph  Smith's  faith,  would  classify  him 
with  the  greatest  of  teachers,  Jesus  Christ 
and  Confucius,  and  give  him  a  place  among 
the  world's  and  America's  greatest.  As 

Moroni  declared  to  Joseph  Smith,  his  name 
would  be  had  for  good  and  evil  among  the 
nations.  To-day  it  is  had  for  more  good 
than  evil. 

A  few  years  ago  I  stood  in  old  Carthage 
Jail,  and  walking  up  the  stairs  to  the  room 
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occupied  by  Joseph  and  his  friends  and 
standing  there  in  meditation,  the  thought 
came  to  me,  suppose  Joseph,  in  the  last 
moments  of  anguish,  facing  certain  death, 
had  confronted  the  blood-thirsty  Carthage 
Grays  with  this  statement:  "  I  am  an  im- 
porter. I  did  not  see  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  The  Book  of  Mormon  is  of  my  own 
creation."  The  Carthage  Grays  would  have 
responded  with  one  voice,  "  Joseph,  return 
to  Nauvoo.  We  promise  to  permit  you  to 
live  in  peace." 

Joseph  Smith  could  not  make  any  such 
statement  for,  said  he,  '"I  saw  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  and  I  knew  that  God  knew  it, 
and  I  could  not  deny  it,  neither  dared  I  do 
it ;  at  least  I  knew  that  by  so  doing  I  would 
offend  God  and  come  under  condemnation," 
and  rather  than  deny  his  testimony  to  the 
world,  he  sealed  it  with  his  blood,  which  is 
in  accordance  with  the  scripture  found  'n 
Hebrews,  chapter  9,  verse  16,  "  For  where 
a  testament  is,  there  must  also  of  necessity 
be  the  death  of  the  testator." 

With  the  death  of  Joseph  Smith,  what 
happened  to  the  mantle  of  authority  and  the 
keys  that  he  held?  They  were  in  the 
possession  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  be- 
cause the  revela,tion  of  the  Lord  to  the 
Prophet  indicates  the  Twelve  are  equal  in 
authority  to  the  First  Presidency  (D.  and  C. 
107:23,  24).  The  Council  of  the  Twelve 
selected  Brigham  Young,  through  revela- 
tion and  inspiration.  From  the  martyrdom 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  until  the  present  day, 
all  of  his  successors  have  been  so  selected 
until  to-day  the  same  mantle  of  authority 
rests  upon  the  shoulders  of  President  Heber 
J.  Grant  and  the  same  keys  are  vested  in 
him  for  the  furtherance  of  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

There  is  but  one  answer  to  Joseph  Smith, 
and  the  answer  is  found  in  his  story,  his 
life,  and  his  achievements.  It  is  also 
found  in  the  lives  of  those  who  have  ac- 
cepted the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  have  been  blessed  with  a  testimony  of 
its  divine  origin.  Joseph  Smith  should  not 
be  a  man  of  mystery  to  the  world,  but  a 
true  servant  of  God,  for  as  the  Saviour 
declared,  ".  .  .  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them  "  (Matt.  7:3). 

I  am  grateful  for  the  witness  with  which 
the   Lord   has   blessed   me,    convincing   me 


beyond  all  doubt  that  Joseph  Smith  was  an 
apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  a  prophet, 
seer  and  revelator,  and  through  him  God's 
greatest  gift  to  man  has  been  made  avail- 
able to  all  who  accept  His  teachings.  This 
gift  is  known  as  the  gift  of  salvation,  and 
there  is  no  greater  gift. 

Joseph  Smith,  a  humble,  unknown  farm 
boy,  as  Peter  was  the  lowly  fisherman — and 
yet  in  the  hands  of  God  he  became  the 
mightiest  and  the  greatest  in  this,  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  fulness  of  times,  for  he 
definitely  reaflBrmed  the  actual  existence  of 
the  Father  and  His  beloved  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  Yes,    "  the   weak   things  of  the 

world  shall  come  forth  and  break  down  the 
mighty  and  strong  ones."  May  our 
obedience  to  and  compliance  with  the  gospel 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  restored  through 
His  instrument,  Joseph  Smith,  increase  our 
testimonies  of  Joseph  Smith's  divine  calling, 
I  humbly  ask,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 

□    a  

BIBLE  QUIZ 

1.  Show  from  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  that  the  custom  of  celebrating 
birthdays   is  a  very   ancient  one. 

2.  What  test  does  the  Apostle  John  give 
by  which  we  may  know  the  children  of  God  ? 

3.  How  may  Paul's  epistles  be  identified? 

4.  On  what  occasion  did  Christ  check  the 
undue  curiosity  of  one  of  His  disciples? 

5.  What  two  distinct  promises  did  Jesus 
make  the  disciples  when  about  to  leave 
them  ? 

6.  Where  did  Christ  answer  one  ques- 
tion by  asking  another? 

7.  Of  whom  did  Jesus  say,  "  I  will  make 
you  fishers  of  men  "? 

8.  Who  took  Judas'  place  among  the 
twelve? 

9.  When  and  where,  by  whom  and  to 
whom  was  the  command  given,  "  Go  ye  in- 
to all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  "? 

10.  Who  wrote  the  last  book  of  the 
Bible? 

(Answers  will  be  found  on  page  162.) 

a   a ■ 
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SACRAMENT    GEM. 

Bless  us,  O  Lord,  for  Jesus'  sake  : 
O  may  we  worthily  partake 
These  emblems  of  the  flesh  and  blood, 
Of  our  Redeemer,  Saviour,  God. 


GOSPEL  DOCTRINE. 

"  Whatever  principles  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the 
resurrection." — Doctrine  and  Covenants,   Section  130,  verse  18. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

"  Peter  said  unto  him,  Thy  money  perish  with  thee,  because  thou  hast  thought  that  the  gift 
of  God  may  be  purchased  with  money." — Acts,  Chapter  8,  verse  20. 

SENIORS. 

**.  .  .  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men.'' 

— Colossians,   Chapter  3,   verse  j^. 

JUNIORS. 

"  For  the  letter  killeth,   but  the  spirit  giveth  life." — 2nd  Corinthians,  Chapter  3,  verse  6. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me." — Exodus,  Chapter  20,  verse  3. 

PRIMARY. 

Pour  out  to  those  around  you 

The  love  and  help  they  need  ; 

You  will  find  your  heart  grow  sweeter. 

With  every  kindly  deed. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

"  Heavenly   Father,   may, we  know 
All  the  way  our  feet  should  go. 
Day  by  day  help  us  to  be 
Kind  to  all  and  true  to  Thee." 


I 
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The  Strength  of  Mormonism From  page  1.50. 

When  the  Lord  comes  to  reign  as  King  of 
kings,  he  will  govern  the  earth  by  means  of 
Priesthood  delegated  to  men. 

Those  who  rule  under  Him  will  do  so  by 
virtue  of  the  Priesthood  they  bear,  and  th'i 
subjects  of  the  kingdom  will  be  responsible 
to  and  have  recourse  through  the  line  of 
Priesthood  presiding  over  them. 

Latter-day  Saints  are  being  schooled  for 
that  great  day.  Those  who  bear  with 
honour  and  reverence  the  Priesthood  they 
hold  will  be  fitted  for  places  of  higher 
responsibility  when  the  new  order  is  insti- 
tuted. Perhaps  we  should  not  say  "  new 
ordei'  "  for  there  will  be  necessity  for  but 
little  change  from  the  Kingdom  of  God  now 
organized  on  earth  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  to  be  established  with  the  Master's 
coming. 

The  Kingdom  of  God  is  governed  bv 
Priesthood.  Anyone  called  to  position  of 
responsibility  therein  is  called  by  one  who 
bears  that  Priesthood  and  who  by  virtue  of 
it  acts  for  God.  It  is  preposterous  to  think 
that  man  can  assume  such  authority.  It 
can  come  only  through  the  channel  that  has 
its  origin  in  God. 

Let  him  who  presumes  to  exercise  autho- 
rity in  the  Church  or  officiate  in  the  per- 
formance   of    Gospel    ordinances    pause    to 


question  the  source  of  his  calling.  Paul 
says  one  such  must  be  "  Called  of  God  as 
was  Aaron."  He  must  be  called  by  God 
Himself  or  by  one  who  is  duly  commissioned 
to  act  for  Him,  as  was  Moses.  Every  man 
who  holds  such  authority  to-day  received  it 
through  descent  of  ordination  from  the 
fountain  head. 

The  evil  spirit  in  the  man  possessed  said 
to  the  seven  sons  of  Sceva,  self-appointed 
ministers  for  Christ:  "  Jesus  I  know  and 
Paul  I  know,  but  who  are  ye?  " 

Do  I  hold  any  office  in  the  Priesthood? 
If  not  let  me  be  thankful  to  God  that  the 
Church  to  which  I,  as  a  Latter-day  Saint, 
belong  is  governed  by  such  divine  authority- 
delegated  to  man,  and  no  matter  what  the 
human  frailties  of  those  who  preside  ov^r 
me,  let  me  remember  that  they  are  "  God's 
anointed  "  and  so  long  as  He  sustains 
them,  let  me  not  presume  to  speak  a  word 
against  them. 

If  I  do  hold  an  office  in  that  Priesthood, 
let  me  bear  this  same  attitude  to  all  who 
preside  with  me  or  over  me,  and  let  me 
honour  that  sacred  power  delegated  to  me 
so  I  may  be  found  worthy  of  greater  trust 
and,  higher  calling  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  on  earth. 

E.  L.  M. 


MORMON     FARMERS    MEAN    BUSINESS 

From  "Millennial  Star"  (London) 


^^ARY  DAY,  Correspondent  of  the 
'  ■  "  Farmers'  Weekly,"  who  is  tour- 
ing the  United  States  as  a  guest  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  wrote 
recently  : 

"  You  would  have  been  exceedingly  in- 
terested to  go  with  me  among  the  farms  of 
Utah.  They  have  quite  a  distinct  charac- 
ter of  their  own.  The  people  all  belong 
to  the  Church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
(Mormons) ;  they  have  a  tradition  of  living 
and  farming  through  generations  of  difficul- 
ties, which  has  perhaps  tempered  them  to 
visualise  and  tackle  this  new  problem  of 
war-time  production  especially  realistically. 

"  One  farmer's  wife,  who  had  cooked  us 


lunch  of  creamed  sweet  corn,  boiled  eggs, 
salad,  home-bottled  peas  and  milk  fresh 
from  their  own  cow  sheds,  remembered  tales 
told  by  her  grandmother  of  their  dramatic 
fight  for  existence.  And  they  all  speak  of 
Brigham  Young  as  if  he  were  still  in  their 
community  somewhere  just  around  the 
corner. 

"  They  listened,  at  two  meetings,  to  your 
story,  and  you  might  almost  have  known 
by  telepathy  across  the  ocean  the  quick 
sturdy  determination  with  which  they  re- 
sponded. When  they  say :  '  Tell  your 
folks  we're  with  them  in  this  fight,  we  won't 
let  them  down  '  they  mean  it." 
— "The  Farmers'  Weekly,"  March  5,  1943- 
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DISTRICT     HIGHLIGHTS 


Sister  Irene  van  den  Berg  Lane,  formally 
Supervisor  of  the  Pretoria  Branch,  passed 
from  this  mortal  existence  on  the  evening  of 
the  2oth  of  September,  1943.  Sister  Lane- 
had  been  ailing  for  the  past  few  months  but. 
none  of  us  realized  that  her  time  was  so 
near.  She  has  been  a  hard  and  sincere 
worker  for  the  Church,  she  did  much  to  hold 
the  Pretoria  Branch  together  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  Missionaries.  We  shall  miss 
her  very  greatly.  Sister  Lane  was  born  on 
the  2nd  of  July,  1880,  was  baptized  and 
confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  on  the 
31st  of  May,  1933.  She  was  a  real  mother 
to  all  the  Missionaries,  and  many  others, 
who  laboured  in  or  around  the  Pretoria  dis- 
trict. Her  funeral  was  held  in  Pretoria 
under  the  direction  of  the  ']'ransv;ijil  District 
Presidency,  and  conducted  by  Elder  George 
Ganter,  assisted  by  Elders  L.  G.  Muir  and 
L  C.  Louw. 

We  are  pleased  to  print  the  following 
beautiful  tribute  sent  to  us  by  a  very  good 
friend  of  the  Church  and  Sister  Lane,  Mrs. 
Beda  v.d.  Hoogen  : — 

This  afternoon  (September  23rd,  1943), 
we  buried  the  body — or  mantle — occupied 
while  on  this  earth  by  the  spirit  of  a  lovely 
character — a  woman  who  to  the  world  was 
a  cook,  but  to  those  who  knew  her — a 
MOTHER.  She  was,  in  the  mortal  ac- 
ceptance of  the  word,  a  mother  only  to  one. 
But  because  there  are  those  of  us  who  see 
beyond  the  limiting  boundaries  of  this 
earthly  existence,  we  know  that  she  was  a 
mother  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  and 
therefore  was  in  spirit  mother  to  all  who 
knew  her. 

It  was  knowing  her  that  made  one  feel 
one  received  a  better  understanding  of  the 
true  meaning  of  "  mother."  One  whom 
we  sought  in  time  of  trouble  or  sorrow — 
one  who  listened  and  advised  in  loving  sym- 
pathy— yet  never  burdening  anyone  with  her 
own  perplexities. 

Just  to  be  in  contact  with  her  caused  one 
to  feel  the  generosity  with  which  her  whole 
nature  teemed. 

To  those  of  us  who  kneA-  and  loved  her 
and    whom    she    loved,    she    will    live    for 


always — a  happy,  smiling,  lovable,  'darling 
mother. 

We  know  how  joyfully  she  accepted  one 
Father  and  her  simple  faith  in  the  re- 
union of  those  who  have  gone  before — so  we 
cannot  feel  sad  for  we  know  that  she  is 
happy  to  have  gone  Home.  We  will  miss 
her,  but  her  spirit  was  so  very  real  and 
alive  that  it  is  as  if  one  can  see  her  in 
everything  that  was  in  any  way  connected 
with  her — and  so  it  will  be — she  can  never 
die — her  hearty  laugh  will  ring  through  our 
memories — and  so  we  remember  her — 
beloved  friend. 

"  Activity  means  growth  "  is  not  only  .'t 
slogan  but  a  reality  to  the  Transvaal  mem- 
bers. They  have  done  it  again,  nine  souls 
were  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Church 
during  the  past  month.  We  extend  our 

hearty  congratulations  and  our  hand  in 
fellowship  to  each  and  every  one  of  these 
new  members. 

Reginald  Edward  Lake  Hill  Hunt,  of 
Warrington,  Cape  Province,  was  baptized 
and  confirmed  on  the  4th  of  September, 
while  the  following  were  baptized  and  con- 
firmed on  the  12th  of  September: — 

Mathys  Wynand  Brummer,  Susanna 
Elizabeth  Brummer,  Helena  Brummer, 
Catrina  Susarah  Brummer  and  Aletta 
Cecilia  Petronella  Brummer,  all  children  of 
Brother  and  Sister  William  H.  Brummer,  of 
Olifantsfontein. 

Anna  Susanna  Joubert,  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Louis  Edward  Joubert, 
of  Malvern. 

Anna  Susanna  Joubert,  daughter  "^f 
Brother  and  Sister  Joseph  Stephanes 
Joubert,  of  Malvern. 

Calvin  Gaynor  Donly,  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Francis  M.  T.  Donly,  of  Kensington. 


A  short  time  ago  we  announced  the 
engagement  of  an  attractive  Ramah  couple 
— we  are  now  pleased  to  extend  our  hearty 
best  wishes  and  sincere  congratulations  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Ora  Keith  Muir  on  the 
occasion  of  their  marriage  on  the  ist  of 
October,    1943.  This  marriage  was  per- 

formed    at    Ramah^  by     the    bridegroom's 
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brother,  District  President  Norman  G. 
Muir.  Brother  Ora  is  the  son  of  Brother 
Leonard  G.  Muir.  The  new  Sister  Muu- 
was  formally  Sister  Beatrice  Hester 
Chamberlain,  daughter  of  Sister  Anna 
S.  Escojedo. 

Hearty  congratulations  and  very  best 
wishes  to  Brother  Ronald  R.  Gilmour, 
Mowbray  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
and  Miss  Nellie  Rabe,  of  Parow.  This 
young-  couple  will  be  married  on  the  26th  of 
October.  "  Ronnie  "  is  the  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Peter  Gilmour,  of  Muizenberg. 

Our  sincere  congratulations  and  very  best 
wishes  to  Sister  Kaye  Evans,  daughter  ;jf 
former  Transvaal  District  President  and 
Sister  J.  Goulden  Evans,  and  our  new 
member,  Brother  Reginald  Hunt,  on  the 
announcement  of  their  engagement. 

We  also  extend  our  congratulations  and 
very  best  wishes  to  Sister  Alma  Herbst, 
daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  A.  Herbst, 
of  Paarl,  and  Mr.  Robert  F.  Wilson,  of  the 
South  African  Air  Force,  on  the  announce- 
ment of  their  engagement. 

The  Ramah  Musical  Society  gave  a  very 
fine  concert,  which  was  a  great  success,  on 
the  3rd  of  September.  All  credit  is  given 
to  the  efforts  of  Sister  E.  Ladbrook  and 
Brother  M.  Orton. 

Brother  Andrew  Brummer  was  sustained 
and  set  apart,  under  the  direction  of  the 
District  Presidency,  as  assistant  to  Branch 
President  William  H.  Brummer  in  the 
North  Western  Branch  of  the  Transvaal 
District.  Every  success  to  you.    Brother 

Andrew. 

Sister  Edie  Muir  was  appointed  and  set 
apart  by  the  District  Presidency  as  District 
Genealogical  Supervisor  of  the  Transvaal 
District.  Sister  Muir  will  assist  in  select- 
ing Branch  supervisors  and  advise  them  in 
this  very  important  work.  Sister  Muir  is 
well  qualified  for  this  work  as  she  has  been 
doing  and  studying  genealogical  records  for 
the  past  several  years.  Continued  success 
to  you,  Sister  Edie. 

District  President  and  Sister  Norman 
G.  Muir  visited  the  Jacobs  family,  at  Alber- 
ton,  on  the  29th  of  August,  and  held  a 
spiritual  Sacrament  and  Testimony  meet- 
ing. Brother  Jacobs  had  a  nasty  fall,  in- 
juring his  leg,  but  fortunately  is  now  re- 
covering. 


Brother  Ken  Southerland,  of  Johannes- 
burg, is  now  recovering  from  an  extended 
illness. 

The  Charles  Schubach  family  are  now 
back  at  the  Liahona  Sunday  School  after 
their  long  stay  in  Durban. 

Sister  Peggie  Jennings,  of  Liahona,  spent 
her  vacation  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

On  account  of  the  contemplated  bus 
curfew,  the  Ramah  Branch  will  hold  their 
Sunday  evening  services  at  7  o'clock  in 
place  of  the  former  time  of  7.30,  and  the 
North  Western  Branch  will  hold  their 
Sunday  services  at  6  o'clock. 

Brother  L  C.  Louw,  Branch  President  of 
Springs,  assisted  the  Pretoria  members  con . 
siderably  while  stationed  there.  Brother 

Reaford   Futter  was,    no  doubt,   pleased   to 
ha\-e  "  Icy  "   back  at  Springs. 

Branch  President  William  H.  Brummer, 
of  the  North  Western  Branch,  has  been  very 
ill — we  all  pray  for  his  speedy  recovery. 
Brother  Andrew  has  been  carrying  on  dur- 
ing this  time  of  absence. 

The  Liahona  Branch  has  a  very  good 
start  on  a  library.  This  is  a  noteworthy 
endeavour.  We  trust  that  the  members 

will    make    good    use    of    the    fine    books 
available. 

Sister  Kitty  Smith  and  her  two  daughters 
spent  their  holidays  at  Scottburgh. 

Sister  de  Villiers  (nee  Susanna  Louw) 
spent  her  holiday  at  Robertson,  Cape. 

Sister  Fred  Spear,  of  Johannesburg,  left 
at  the  end  of  September  to  join  Brother 
Spear  at  Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia. 

Mr.  and  Sister  Andre  Fourie,  with  their 
family,  are  now  located  at  Que  Que,  South- 
ern Rhodesia.  They  were  formally  at 
Wankie.  Sister  Iris  is  following  in  her 
mother's  footsteps — she  has  a  Primary  all 
of  her  own  in  that  far  away  outpost.  Con- 
tinue the  good  work,   Iris. 

Brother  (Constable)  Andy  Fourie  has  been 
transferred  from  Alexander  Bav  to  Port 
Nolloth. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  from  Brother 
(Sergeant)  Wallie  Julyan,  now  with  the 
forces  up-North,  that  he  is  well  and  quite 
happy  and  that  he  and  Mowbray's  former 
Branch  President,  Alvin  Park,  meet  together 
very  often.  Our  very  best  wishes  ^">  you 
boys,  hurry  home. 

Our  young  brother,   Dick  Fagan,   son  of 
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Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Fagan,  of  Dur- 
ban, spent  a  month  with  his  parents,  after 
a  long  time  up- North. 

The  young  son  of  Branch  President  and 
Sister  Robert  J.  DoUer,  of  Port  EUzabeth, 
was  blessed  by  his  grandfather,  "  Pop  " 
Doller,  and  given  the  name  Leland  Gail. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Relief  Society  arc 
planning  a  dance  on  the  28th  of  October,  for 
the  benefit  of  Russian  Relief  Funds. 
Success  to  you  sisters. 

Brother  Charlie  Everton,  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth, returned  for  a  short  leave  from  the 
Navy.  He  visited  the  United  States  dur- 
ing his  cruise. 

Sister  Vivian  Jakins  and  two  childr'^^n 
left  Cape  Town  to  visit  with  her  mother, 
Sister  Mary  Vice,  at  Margate.  She  hopes 
to  see  her  husband.  Staff- Sergeant  Dick, 
before  he  leaves  for  up-North. 

Sister  Mary  (Dolly)  Slabber,  now  a  lieute- 
nant stationed  at  a  military  hospital  at 
Durban,  visited  her  old  home  and  friends  at 
Cape  Town  during  September. 

Neal  Hearne,  son  of  vSister  Ruby  Hearne, 
of  Mowbray,  was  suddenly  posted  and  "eft 
on  very  short  notice  for  Littleton  in  antici- 
pation of  going  to  Canada  for  extensive 
military  training. 

Sister  Edna  Kewney,  of  Krugersdorp, 
took  a  much  needed  rest  during  September 
and  visited  the  South  Coast  of  Natal. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  from  Brother  W. 
Scott,  a  member  of  the  Church  in  Scotland, 
now  stationed  near  East  London.  We 
trust  he  will  enjoy  his  stay  in  South  Africa. 

Sister  Gertie  Bosse,  of  Durban,  is  taking 
a  well-earned  vacation  in  East  London. 
She  has  her  daughter  Daphne  with  her. 
Brother  Robert  Bosse  now  with  the  Navy, 
spent  a  few  weeks  with  his  mother  in  Dur- 
ban recently. 

Sister  Vera  Gray,  of  the  Cape,  is  again 
in  the  hospital.  We  are  pleased  to  report 
that  she  is  recovering  from  a  serious 
operation. 

Brother  Albert  Ninow,  of  the  Cape,  also 
returned  to  the  Military  Hospital,  was  out 
on  sick  leave,  expecting  to  return  soon  for 
an   operation.  Mowbray   will   be   pleased 

when  Albert  settles  down  again. 

Brother  Alf  Shelver  is  another  member  of 
the  Mowbray  Branch  who  has  been  in  the 


hospital.  We  are  pleaseil  that  he  is  now 
recovering, 

"  Uncle  Arvy  "  and  Sister  Fourie,  of 
Mowbray,  spent  a  delightful  three  weeks 
visiting  with  their  son,  Desmond,  and 
family  and  also  with  friends.  Brother 
Desmond  Fourie  lives  at  Murraysburg,  Cape 
Province. 

President  and  Sister  FoUand  paid  a  brief 
but  pleasant  visit  to  Namaqualand  during 
September.  Former     District     President 

and  Sister  J.  Goulden  Evans  spent  a  few 
days  at  Springbok  and  took  the  Follands  to 
visit  the  diamond  fields  at  Alexander  Bay. 
The  party  stopped  at  Port  NoUoth  and 
visited  with  Brother  Andy  Fourie  en  route. 

"  Cumorah  "  will  be  busy  during  the 
month  of  October.  The  Mowbray  Branch 
will  have  a  social  on  the  28th  of  October  and 
the  Annual  Relief  Society  Bazaar  will  be 
held  on  the  6th  of  November. 


□   e 


BIBLE  QUIZ  ANSWERS 

(Questions  will  be  found  on  page  157.) 

1.  Pharaoh's  birthday  at  the  time  when 
Joseph,  the  butler,  and  the  baker  were  im- 
prisoned (Genesis  40  :20) ;  Herod's  birthday, 
which  resulted  in  giving  the  head  of  John 
the  Baptist  to  his  daughter.  (Matthew  14:6.) 

2.  "  He  that  heareth  my  word,  and  be- 
lieveth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlast- 
ing life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemna- 
tion; but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life." 
(John  5  :24.) 

3.  "  The  salutation  of  Paul  with  mine 
own  hand,  which  is  the  token  in  every 
epistle:  so  I  write."  (H  Thessalonians  3:17.) 

4.  When  Peter  wished  to  know  what 
would  happen  to  John.  (John  21  :21-23.) 

5.  The  gift  of  the  Comforter  and  His 
own  personal  return.  (John  12  :16-28.) 

6.  After  cleansing  the  temple,  "  And 
Jesus  said  unto  them.  Yea  ;  have  ye  never 
read.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  suck- 
lings thou  has  perfected  praise?  "  (Matthew 
21:16.) 

7.  Of  Simon  (Peter)  and  Andrew.  (Mark 
1:17.) 

8.  Mathias.  (Acts  1  :23.) 

9.  By  Christ  to  the  Apostles  "  as  they 
sat  at  meat  "  after  His  resurrection  and  just 
previous  to  His  ascension.  (Mark  16:14-16.) 

10.  John  the  Revelator. 
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That's    Wny. 

The     three     Chinese      sisters      who     are      nut 
married : 

To-Young-Tu. 
Tu-Dumb-Tu. 
No-Yen-Tu. 


Contrast. 

In  China  they  never  see  their  wife  before  they 
are   married ;    here   they    never    see   them    after. 
(See  recent  divorce  reports.) 
B    □ 

Prophecy, 

She  (scornfully):  "I  wouldn't  marry  you  if 
you   were  the   only   man    in   the   world!  " 

He:    "I    know  "you    wouldn't.  You'd    get 

trampled  to  death  in  the  rush." 

□  □ 

High    Hat. 

Hat  Salesman:  "Now  here's  a  hat  we  sell 
for  £5." 

Customer:    "Where  are  the  holes?" 

Salesman:    "  What  holes?  " 

Customer:    "The    holes    for    the    ears    of    the 
jackass  that  would  pay  £5  for  the  hat.'' 
a     □ 

Rationing. 

Customer:  "Waiter — There's  no  chicken  in 
this  soup !  " 

Waiter:  "Well — did  you  ever  find  a  horse  m 
horseradish?  " 

Suitors. 

Sawas  :  "I've  been  asked  to  get  married  lots 
of  times." 

Corporal:    "Who   asked  you?  " 
Sawas:    "Mother  and  Dad." 

□  Q 

Fishing. 

Myrtle:  "I'm  going  to  order  oysters  because 
my  sister  once  got  a  two  thousand  pound  pearl 
from  an  oyster." 

Minerva:  "That's  nothing — my  sister  got  a 
ten  carat  diamond  ring  from  an  old  crab.'' 

□  □ 

Some  Baby! 

"Why  can't  baby  talk?"  asked  the  small 
boy  as  he  came  in  from  Sunday  School. 
"  Teacher  said  to-day  that  Job  cursed  the  day 
he  was  born." 


Wits  of    War. 

A  woiiiiin's  p^()^li^:e  to  lie  (.n  time  tairies  a 
Jot  of  wait. 

Knitting  is  a  popular  pastime  with  women 
because  it  gives  them  something  to  think  about 
while  talking. 

Powder  is  sometiiing  which  may  cause  an 
explosion   if  found  on  the  lapel. 

A  bargain  hunter  is  one  wlio  is  often  led 
astray  by  false  profits. 

□  □ 

Wallflowers. 

Nit:    "There   are    an    awful    lot   of   girls    who 
don't  want  to  get  married." 
Wit:   "  How  do  you  know?  " 
Nit:    "  I've  asked   'em!  " 
El    □ 

Not  Guilty. 

Jack:  "I  hear  your  father  murdered  one  of 
your -family  last  night.'' 

Jill:    "No,   that  was  just  an   idle  roomer." 
a    □ 

Bouquet. 

Brother  Evans  (in  Springbok)  :  "  How  do  you 
like   our   little  town?" 

President  FoUand :  "It's  the  first  cemetery 
that  I've  ever  seen  with  lights  in  it." 

□  □ 

Such  is  Fame. 

Overheard  in  the  lobby  of  the  Masonic  Hotel 

at  Springbok  : — 

Inquisitive  woman:   "Who  are  those  people?'" 
Hotel    proprietor:     "The    tall,     white    haired 

gent     is     the     Archbishop     of     some     American 

church,    and    the    short    gent    is    an    American 

mining  engineer." 

Insomnia  in  Reverse. 

Tlien  there  is  the  one  about  the  professor 
who  dreamed  he  was  lecturing  to  his  class,  and 
woke  up  to  find  it  was  true. 

No   Risk. 

Mrs.    McTavisli :     "Here,    Sandy;    don't    you 

dare  go  near  that  diving  tower!  " 

Sandy:    "Aye,    but   daddy's   up    there.'" 
Mrs.     McTavish :     "Yes.     I     know — but     he's 

insured.'' 

□  □ 

Safer. 

Scottish  husbands  wear  kilts,  dear,  to  avoid 
putting  their  hands   in   their  pockets. 


TRUTH  GEMS 

from  the  teachings 
of 

The  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith 
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HE   glory  of  God   is   intelligence. 


It  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  saved    in  ignorance. 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in 
the  resurrection. 

There  is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  before  the  foundations  of  this  world, 
upon  which  all  blessings  are  predicated,  a.n  when  we  obtain  any  blessings  from  God, 
it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is  predicated. 

This  is  the  work  and  glory  of  God  :  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life 
of  man. 

All  things  have  been  done  in  the  wisdom  of  Him  who  knoweth  all  things. 

Adam  fell  that  men  might  be ;  and  men  are  that  they  might  have  joy. 

The  intelligence  of  spirits  had  no  beginning,  neither  will  it  have  an  end.  Jesus 
was  in  the  beginning  with  the  Father;  man  was  also  in  the  beginning  with  God.  In- 
telligence, or  the  light  of  truth,  was  not  created  or  made,  neither  indeed  can  be. 

The  spirit  and  the  body  is  the  soul  of  man  ;  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead  is  the 
redemption  of  the  soul. 

It  is  the  first  principle  of  the  Gospel  to  know  for  a  certainty  the  character  of  God  ; 
and  to  know  that  man  (as  Moses') ,  may  converse  with  Him  as  one  man  converses  with 
another. 

The  Father  has  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones  as  tangible  as  man's;  the  Son  also;  but 
the  Holy  Ghost  has  not  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones,  but  is  a  personage  of  Spirit.  Were 
it  not  so,  the  Holy  Ghost  could  not  dwell  in  us. 

Men  will  be  punished  for  their  own  sins,   and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

Through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all  mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

The  first  principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  are: — (i)  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  (2)  Repentance;  (3)  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins;  (4)  Lay- 
ing on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

A  Man  must  be  called  of  God,  by  prophecy,  and  b}-  the  laying  on  of  hands,  by  those 
who  are  in  authority,  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordinances  thereof. 


550  9/43  5497 


S.A.  Electric  Printing  Co.  (Pty.)  Ltd.,  28/30  Prestwich  Street,  Cape  Town. 


